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Codes & Standards Advocacy  

 

• International Code Council (ICC) Code 

Development: Code proposals submitted by CLMA 

were approved for the 2018 International Building 

Code to bring composite lumber decking and guard 

system requirements in alignment with revisions 

CLMA was successful with including in the 2015 

International Residential Code. CLMA submitted 

code changes to revise ICC’s Wildland Urban 

Interface requirements for decking to be consistent 

with current California WUI requirements.  

• National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 5000 

Code Development: CLMA submitted code 

proposals to revise NFPA 5000-2017 to make this 

rarely-used building code consistent with IBC 

requirements – the code proposals received initial 

approval.  

• National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1144 

Standard Development: CLMA participated in 

technical meetings for this rarely used NFPA 

wildland urban interface standard to help prevent 

inappropriate requirements from being adopted.  

 

 

• Standards Development: Assisting CLMA member 

collaboration on issues and opportunities of ASTM 

D20, D07, and E05 subcommittees regarding plastic, 

plastic composites, and wood. CLMA supported 

revisions to ASTM D7032 to properly address the 

requirements for wood-plastic composite decking 

products, and is continuing efforts to prevent 

inappropriate requirements in plastic lumber-

related standards that would have the potential of 

negatively affecting composites.  

• California Wildland Urban Interface (Chapter 7A): 

Participated in task group which developed 

recommendations to the California State Fire 

Marshal which retained current requirements for 

decking used in WUI applications.  

• Insurance Institute for Business and Home Safety 

(IBHS): Collaborating with IBHS staff on testing of 

wood plastic composite deck boards to wild land 

fire exposure.  

 

Introduction: 

2016 was a year of great progress for CLMA. Thanks to the participation, commitment, and support of its members, 

CLMA has been able to advance important industry issues and expand its activities into key areas that maximize the 

Association’s relevance and membership value. As you review and consider this annual report, we hope you can see 

that CLMA is moving forward and has made notable progress on several fronts. CLMA continues to serve as the 

industry's voice in contributing technical information to building code officials, regulatory agencies, consumers, and 

allied trade groups; it has a very strong and capable technical and management team supporting its members each 

and every day; and has brought a unified voice on common issues and concerns important to the composite lumber 

industry. The future is bright for CLMA, but we need your support to help the Association reach its full potential. We 

hope that you enjoy this summary of CLMA’s activities and initiatives.  

About CLMA: 

Founded in 2005, the Composite Lumber Manufacturers Association (CLMA) represents the manufacturers and 

suppliers of composite lumber to the residential and commercial building construction markets.  
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Industry Engagement     

 

• CLMA is a member of the Deck Codes Coalition to 

help ensure that plastic composite deck boards and 

guard systems are appropriately addressed, and to 

help formulate code change proposals on 

foundations, posts, beams, and guard attachments 

for the 2018 IRC. 

• CLMA is a member of the National Association of 

Manufacturers, which provides regulatory advocacy 

and monitoring as well as informational resources 

on behalf of its members.  

Communications  

 

• CLMA published three technical bulletins, three 

newsletters, and two press releases in 2016.  

• Technical bulletins featured overviews of the code 

requirements, maintenance guidelines, and 

performance characteristics of composite decking 

and railing products.  

• Instituted an Associate Member E-Blast program 

for supplier member companies to market new 

products, facilities, services, and other promotions 

to manufacturer members.  

• CLMA redesigned its website with a streamlined 

user interface, updated content, and new sections 

for meetings, news, membership, technical 

resources, and more. 

 

 

 

 

• CLMA held its 2016 Annual Meeting at the Forest 

Products Laboratory.  The event facilitated terrific 

networking opportunities between manufacturers 

and suppliers to the industry as well as educational 

seminars from experts on composite material 

research as well as the building codes, standards 

and regulatory environment governing composite 

lumber products. 

• Ongoing membership outreach and development 

efforts, which have netted CLMA an additional two 

members in 2016.  

• An Annual in-person CLMA Board of Directors 

meeting and quarterly teleconference meetings to 

ensure member participation to guide the 

direction of the Association. 

• Regular Codes & Standards Committee meetings to 

facilitate member collaboration on building code 

proposal development and advocacy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings & Membership  

CLMA Mission: 

To advance the growth of the composite deck and railing industry through  

proactive technical, advocacy, and awareness efforts. 

 

CLMA Strategic Objectives: 

� Preserve and promote the composite deck and railing product category  

� Serve as the technical and informational resource for composite deck and railing product category  

� Expand CLMA’s manufacturer and supplier membership 


